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Course Title: Exploring New Worlds in Gifted Education
Instructor:   Mrs. Franny F. McAleer
Course Description:

Exploring New Worlds in Gifted Education, a graduate elective course, is designed to provide special and regular educators with an understanding of the structures that are necessary to challenge gifted students in the area of creative and critical thinking.  In addition, supporting the intellectual, social, and emotional needs of these students is critical, involving an understanding of the nature of giftedness and the unique social, emotional and intellectual challenges that teachers and parents face.  Best practices will be the focus of this course with the goal of meeting the intellectual, creative, social and emotional needs of gifted and high ability learners.

Course Objective/Goals: 

This graduate elective course is designed to provide special and regular educators with an understanding of the opportunities that are critical to make a positive difference in the education and lives of gifted and high ability learners.  This objective will be achieved through a three-credit partnership with the Pennsylvania Association for Gifted Education, Franny McAleer, and Chapman University.

1. Participants will learn and apply strategies that support critical and creative thinking for high ability and gifted learners.

2. Participants will learn how to challenge mathematically gifted children.

3. Participants will learn about the invention process.

4. Participants will network with others to enrich instruction for high ability and gifted learners.
Course Outline: 

This graduate course is designed to provide educators with an understanding of:

1. The nature of giftedness
2. Acceleration Research, A National Deceived
3. Differentiating Instruction

4. Parallel Curriculum Model

5. Social and emotional issues 
6. Chapter 16:   Special Education for Gifted Children
7. Underachievement

8. Assessment 

9. Underserved and at risk gifted populations

10. Effective GIEPs
11. Creativity

12. Leadership

General Conduct of Course, Evaluation, and Requirements
   A.     Before the conference -- 

Pre-conference research, analysis and assessment should be brought to the conference to the Pre-Conference meeting day discussion

Students will read and report on six articles related to topics of interest with three being related to the topics of the featured speakers.  These reports should include a brief summary and focus on how the information might be applied to your teaching or life.  You may use any style for the report including an essay,  graphic organizer, mind map, artistic method, etc. 

1. Diane L. Williams, Ph.D. CCC-SLP, Assistant Professor, Department of Speech-Language Pathology at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh


Challenges to Learning: Gifted Children on the Autism Spectrum.

2. Marilyn Thomas is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin in Madison with a B.S. in Nursing.  


Myths about Gifted Education and Gifted Children: A Reality Check and will co-present the 
session Advocating for the Gifted Child: Working with School Personnel with PAGE Past 
President and former school administrator Dr. David Mason 

3. Kim Maguire, Ph.D. 

The GIEP Conundrum: Present Education Levels and Measurable Goals
4. Franny McAleer will be presenting the workshop Out of This World with Six Hats: A Leadership Tool for the 21st Century and will be serving on the panel The Top Five Fundamentals of Gifted 
5. Dr. Mary Slade of James Madison University


Best Practices for Meeting the Needs of All Gifted Learners
      6.    Andy Mahoney, Counselor of the Gifted 


The Challenges of Parenting and Teaching Gifted Children
 
7.
Mary Ann Swiatek, Ph.D., has been doing research on giftedness since exploring the topic of 
acceleration in a library research project as an undergraduate in the late 1980s. 


Gender and Giftedness, Ability Grouping: Helpful or Harmful?, and Questions and Answers 
about Academic Acceleration.

      8.   Janet Aaker Smith taught elementary and middle school gifted classes.  


Giggles and Chuckles: Humor and the Gifted Learner, You Have the Right to Extend, Enrich 
and Challenge!, and Extreme Makeover: Brain-Compatible Differentiated Instruction

     9.    Dr. Anne M. Slanina has been an educator for 30 years and is an associate professor of   
elementary/early childhood education at Slippery Rock University. 


Guiding the Social-Emotional Needs of Gifted Children in Early and Elementary Years 
through Literature
10. Dr. Ann Lupkowski Shoplik is the Director of the Carnegie Mellon Institute for Talented   Elementary and Secondary Students (C-MITES) at Carnegie Mellon University

       Developing Mathematical Talent

B.  While attending the conference -- Conference research, data collection and reporting using a journal 
Journal:  Students will keep a journal to record the information from each session by creating appropriate graphic organizers to highlight key ideas.  The journal will summarize and apply the key understandings to the student’s role in the classroom.  Information must address the two half day pre conference sessions, two keynotes, twelve breakout sessions, creativity night, and sessions designed solely for those participating in the graduate component of the conference.   This should be emailed to Franny after the conference.

C.  After the conference – Individual Integration Project to be completed by graduate students 
Individual Integration Project:  The sky is the limit!  Students will apply what they have learned into an Individual Integration Project to improve the quality and/or understanding of the education of gifted and high ability learners.  Please have your project approved by Franny before you start it.
Method of Evaluating Student’s Performance:

(Participation, tests, rubrics, discussion, etc.—How will you know if goals were met?)

The students will be evaluated in terms of the stated objectives using the following point system:   Research and critique of six articles (30), journal (35), and individual integration project (35) with a total of 100 points:

Final grades will be determined with the following grading scale and will be based on the total number of points accumulated on the assignments of the course.   



 100 - 90 = A     89 - 80 = B      79 - 70 = C 

Textbooks and/or Other Materials:

(Textbook/Materials should be current, relevant to course content, credible)

1. Conference manual and speakers’ handouts
2. Publications by the keynote speakers

3. www.learnerslink.com – link to resources necessary for this course, communication and networking 

Bibliography: 

(Minimum of 5 sources that reflect current research/thinking. Please use standard MLA or APA format.)
1. www.learnerslink.com – resources necessary for this course, communication and on line registration will be through learnerslink
2. http://www.zoidandcompany.com – resources by Rachel McAnallen
3. The Coincidence of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Creativity,  Bonnie Cramond, Ph.D.
4. Growing Good Kids: 28 Activities to Enhance Self-Awareness, Compassion, and Leadership (The Free Spirited Classroom) by Deb Delisle, James R. Delisle, Marjorie Lisovskis, and Kenmarjorie Vinton
5. Parenting Gifted Kids: Tips for Raising Happy and Successful Children,  James R. Delisle, Ph.D.
6. Investigating Creativity in Youth Research and Methods, Anne Fishkin, Bonnie Cramond, Paula Olsze)

7. Creativity Concepts and Other Models, Anthony LeSorti
8. More Than a Test Score: Teens Talk About Being Gifted, Talented, or Otherwise Extra-ordinary by Robert A. Schultz, James R. Delisle, and Tyler Page
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